Member Tribute

Toni Hungerford

Toni Hungerford's creative spirit began developing at an ear1y age, when as a child in Pennsylvania she was always drawing and encouraged her brothers and sisters to become interested in art. She went to Illinois, attended college and married while there.  When they moved to Arizona in 1976, Toni eagerly took advantage of art classes and teaching activities.  Working mostly with adults, she taught workshops in Flagstaff, at NAU, in Sedona, and at the

Sedona Art Center.  She was active with the Elderhostel program at NAU for 5 years. Her primary focus has always been to motivate her students to improve their skills with drawing and painting.
In Phoenix she attended and taught workshops for 30 years.  Her membership in Scottsdale Art

League, Valley Art League and The Phoenix Artists League provided her many opportunities to

learn with and teach other artists.  She has many awards for her art, has judged and juried exhibits, donated award money to worthy exhibitors, and is always willing to promote art and the artist.
Always eager to help students and other artist friends learn, she worked with bus field trips to

Jerome, Sedona and other Arizona places of interest for PAG and headed the JB's ongoing exhibit program for 5 years. Because Christopher Messana was a student of hers, PAG now has the Messana Student Award program.                             

Toni painted with oil for 25 years, then fell in love with watercolor and never really went back to oil.   As a student and teacher, she has always wanted to learn more about expressing herself with art, and works to push her students out of their ”comfort zones”.

Toni continues to paint and to teach, even though her vision has declined.  She depends upon visual aids, her students (for classroom help), and most of all for the Lord who gives her great strength.  She is currently writing a book entitled, "What Does The Bible Have To Do With Me", and What Will I Do About It?”  
For Toni, art is alive and well in her life...and as she says “Good Things Keep Happening!”

By Elaine Waters

